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From the Editor 
Hello Readers!  I am SO EXCITED! After a bleak 2020 and a long 

Spring 2021, we seem to finally be returning to a more normal way 

of life. No masks! No social distancing! We can gather again! We 

can sing! We can take vacations! Life is Good! And this issue of 

The SCanner celebrates the many wonderful aspects of numis-

matics we all love– coins, currency, tokens, medals, and a road trip! This issue also 

marks the debut of a new feature entitled Numismatists Read! that reviews and rec-

ommends interesting numismatic books. I have contemplated this series for quite a 

while, and I hope you enjoy the article. More importantly, I hope the article spurs you 

to provide your recommendations for publication!  

This issue is full of articles and I am thankful for the contributions of Dr. Tony Chib-

baro for his continuing series on collecting Tokens, Mr. Will Gragg for his article on 

collecting Canadian cents, and Mr. Chuck Goergen for his article on the Norse-

American Medal. The SCanner is always open to publishing submitted articles (within 

constraints, of course), so if you have knowledge to share, please send it in to be 

considered for a future issue of The SCanner, as Tony, Will and Chuck did!  

I was fortunate to take a road trip that culminated in this issue’s Centerpiece Article. 

The trip was to Dahlonega, Georgia to meet Mr. Steve Nolte and learn about the 

Dahlonega Mint and the Dahlonega Gold Museum. This was a wonderful trip and 

resulted in the latest story in my Numismatics In Our Neighborhood (NION℠ ) series 

of articles: The Dahlonega Mint and the Dahlonega Gold Museum. (In parallel, I de-

veloped a presentation on this topic, with much more information than the space in 

this magazine would allow. Please contact me if your club is interested in hearing the 

presentation.) I am thankful for Steve’s time and energy as he guided me and my 

wife Crissy through the museum and Dahlonega! Thanks also to Crissy for taking the 

photos used in the article!  

A clear sign of the pandemic easing is the number of coin shows planned across the 

state. The Midlands, Camden, Low Country, Augusta, Greenwood & Parker, Sumter, 

and Pee Dee clubs are ALL planning shows later this year. In fact, every weekend in 

October, 2021 contains a local show, beginning with the North Carolina State show 

in Charlotte and culminating in SCNA’s 49th annual Convention October 29 – 31. The 

SCNA convention will be full of dealers and we’ll have “Super Saturday!” with three 

educational seminars, a Boy Scout Merit Badge clinic, and the YN Carnival! See the 

special 13-page Convention section in this issue for more information on the many 

events and perks of the Convention, and be sure to make plans to attend!  

Remember to check out The SCanner’s online version at www.SC-NA.org. to view 

the magazine in full color, and to enlarge the images for a close look! I hope you en-

joy this issue as much as I did preparing it. And as always, feel free to drop me a 

line!  Kind Regards to you! 

Steve Kuhl 

http://www.SC-NA.org
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From the President 
Dear Fellow SCNA Members, 

By now most of us have had our COVID shots and most of our 

Great Country is well on its way to recovery.  Also, happy to see 

how our clubs have improvised and adapted to the pandemic to 

keep club meetings and shows operating.  Local Coin Clubs and 

shows should be almost back in full swing and we all should be enjoying our great hob-

by again soon!  The pandemic has educated us in the art of “ZOOM” meetings, and I 

think we can use them to support our hobby and Clubs throughout South Carolina.  The 

SCNA officers and board have successfully held several meetings this way.  

If you have not checked out our website lately, please do at www.SC-NA.org. Our web-

master has added many items. Under SCNA history we added a list of all Past Presi-

dents and the year(s) they served, now we have collected pictures of them and will be 

adding them soon! Also, please check out the Club finder section and make sure we 

have all your local club information correct. This should help you to build membership. 

SCNA Bourse Chair Bill Latour reports we have a near sell out convention but there are 

a few tables remaining. We are not sure at this time what COVID controls we will be 

required to keep in place, but Bill has been keeping in touch with SCDHEC to make 

sure we comply. Please make plans to attend on Oct 29-31, 2021.   

We are again planning educational programs for all to enjoy and there is a complete list 

of the “Super Saturday!” events elsewhere in this issue, as well as on our website, so 

look for these and come learn more from these great speakers. Don’t forget about the 

“Road Trip” program the SCNA offers to member clubs. 

The Exhibit competition will return this year, so plan your exhibit and compete for the 

prizes or just exhibit for fun. YN’s are encouraged to participate and compete for the 

Convention Dollar Prizes and gain recognition toward an SCNA Scholarship or ANA 

Scholarship. If you are interested there is an application in this SCanner or contact Ste-

ve Twitty, exhibit chair. Let me also remind you of our 50th Anniversary Token Obverse 

contest, you can read the details in another section of this SCanner. Please be aware 

your entry must be received by September 30, 2021!  

My main job is to make the SCNA a better organization. I continue to travel to and par-

ticipate in local club meetings across the state, and I am constantly learning different 

ways our many club conduct meetings. Hopefully, I can learn and pass on some great 

ideas. I need everyone to pass on any great ideas you may have as to how to improve 

club meeting and shows. Please contact me with any ideas you may have.    

Good Luck and Happy Hunting! 

Randy Clark 
843.367.0141   

TWOBUCKRANDY@YAHOO.COM.   
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS! 
It is a pleasure to welcome the latest additions to our 
SCNA family! We welcome you and look forward to 
your active participation in this great organization! 
We trust your membership with SCNA will be a re-
warding and educational experience for each of you 

for many years to come!  

Annual SCNA Dues, by Membership Type: 
Individual ($20) / Individual Paperless ($15)  

Family ($35) / Youth ($1) 

Dealer ($20) / Dealer Paperless ($10) 

Life* ($250) / Senior Life* (60 & older) ($150)  

*Eligible after 1 year of regular membership 

Grow our hobby—sponsor a new member today!!!! 

Considering “going green” via paperless membership! 

Membership application is in this SCanner and 
online at www.SC-NA.org! 

Address Changes/Corrections: 
Return postage & re-mailing of the SCanner is costly. 
Please send any address or name corrections to the 

SCNA Secretary, Pascal Brock, at  
pascalbrock@gmail.com. 
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Continued 

Numismatists Read! 
By Steve Kuhl 

Dear Readers, this is a column I have been thinking 

about for well over a year, and I am finally taking the 

plunge, so to speak. I hope this concept garners your 

interest, because the column can not be sustained 

without your input. How many times have you heard 

the phrase “buy the book before you buy the coin”? Often, I’m sure! If you adhere to 

this mantra, then you probably have a healthy numismatic library. I find that I buy nu-

mismatic books based on my current area of collecting research and interest, and I 

have come across some fascinating finds.  

For example, when I was researching an article on notes issued by the Bank of the 

State of South Carolina (1812 – 1865), I found a book published by the University of 

South Carolina on the history of the bank. The book was published in 1970 in celebra-

tion of SC’s tricentennial. Besides being captivating, the travels the book made was 

also interesting: I bought it from a seller in London, England for under $10, shipping 

included. The book had come from the Drake Memorial Library at the State University 

of New York at Brockport, where it had been checked out a total of 3 times, once in 

1975, once in 1976, and finally in 1987, after which it was withdrawn and sold.  

Back to the purpose of this column: I feel there is interest among the Readers of the 

SCanner to share a snippet on what numismatic books they are currently reading or 

which they highly recommend be read. Here are two books I recently finished and 

found very entertaining, and a third book I plan to read soon. All three of these focus on 

the overall numismatic history of the United States and are in large format (pages are 

full 8.5” x 11”):  

American Numismatist, By Paul Hollis, PBH Publishing, First Edition, 2011 

Split into 18 well thought-out chapters, this book co-

vers American coinage from the Colonial era to mod-

ern-day National Park quarters and the 2009 Lincoln 

cents. In addition to the many numismatic items illus-

trated in the book, it is also liberally sprinkled with very 

interesting historical photographs that really enhance 

the subjects at hand. This was a smooth easy read – 

Mr. Hollis seamlessly interwove America’s numismatic 

history with America’s social, economic, and political 

history! It was a very enjoyable read, and I was sur-

prised at how quickly I devoured the 180-pages!  
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America’s Money, America’s Story, A Chronicle of American Numismatic History, 

By Richard Doty, Whitman Publishing, Second Edition, 2008 

This 213-page full-color book is chock full of numis-

matic items that illustrate America’s history! It was so 

interesting that I read everything in it, even the Forward 

and the Prologue (which covered what was used as 

money before the 13 Colonies). Besides the beautiful 

images, the book highlighted items unfamiliar to me 

that piqued my interest, such as the South Carolina 

“Elephant” tokens, and notes from the Republic of Tex-

as. It also has a comprehensive index that allows me to 

use this entertaining narrative as a reference book, and 

it has an extensive Recommended Reading list that is a 

great “pointer” for in-depth research. 

Next on my reading docket is this book: 

In Yankee Doodle’s Pocket, The Myth, Magic and Politics of Money in Early Amer-

ica, By Will Nipper, Bowman Publishing, Sixth Edition, 2008 

Since I have not read it yet, I can’t provide insight to its 

contents, but I can tell you why I want to read it. It is a 

tome – 568 pages of historical and numismatic detail. 

Leafing though this book gives one an immediate 

sense of the incredible detail that it contains! The book 

also has 12 Appendices on specialized topics, such as 

Wood’s Rosa Americana Coin Types and Attribution 

guides such as one for Privately Issued Constellatio 

Nova Coppers. This book also has an extensive index, 

research sources, and end notes. I feel sure this will 

also become a valued reference book for me! 

 

So there you have it – three recommended readings! I hope this article has piqued 

YOUR interest to share a little write-up of your numismatic favorites! Please be respect-

ful of the work put in by the Authors of the books you discuss, and avail yourself of Fair 

Use, but be sure to observe any copyrights! 

Recommendations should identify the book’s Title, Author, Publisher, Edition, and pro-

vide a couple of sentences on why you liked the book / why you recommend others 

read it. Submit your recommendations to scnanewsletter@gmail.com, with “book 

recommendation” in the subject line. Also be sure to include your contact information!  

I look forward to seeing what YOU are reading! 
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SCNA NEWS! 

Cumberledge Named ANACS 

Representative for Southeast US 

In April 2021 it was announced that SCNA mem-

ber Mr. Rusty Cumberledge has become the new 

regional representative for the ANACS coin grad-

ing and certification service. Rusty assists collec-

tors with the submission of their coins via comple-

tion of the paperwork detailing the coin and the 

services desired, and then he ships the coins to 

ANACS for processing, He has begun attending 

shows, most recently in Augusta, GA, and he 

plans to attend as many shows in the region as 

possible. (See ad in this issue with information on 

contacting Rusty) 
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What Is A Token? – 
Maverick Tokens 
by Tony Chibbaro 

The purpose of this column is to help educate 

new collectors as well as those who are 

simply curious about tokens - to explain what 

tokens are, how they were used, and when 

they were issued.  My desire is to help those 

seeking this information, to stimulate their 

interest in collecting tokens, and to invite 

them to participate in what I believe is one of 

the most enjoyable and intriguing specialties 

in the field of numismatics. 

In my last article I illustrated an "average" 

trade token, i.e. one that identified the name 

of the issuer, his line of business, and his 

location (both city and state).  This month I 

am going to talk about tokens which do not 

show all of this information on them.  Specifi-

cally, this column will be about “maverick” 

tokens.  New collectors to our hobby will see 

this term frequently in our publication as well 

as on eBay and in the newsletters of other 

organizations, and may not fully understand 

what it means.  Also, several columns printed 

on a monthly or quarterly basis in various 

token collecting publications are totally dedi-

cated to the subject of maverick tokens and this fact alone should alert the new collec-

tor that they are important aspect of the hobby. 

Basically a maverick token is one in which the full city-state location of the issuing busi-

ness does not appear on the token.  The peculiar nomenclature is taken from the old 

Wild West term “maverick” as it pertained to unbranded cattle, and is derived from the 

last name of Samuel A. Maverick (1803-1870), a native of Pendleton, South Carolina 

who moved to Texas in the 1830s. Maverick participated in the Texas Revolution, be-

came a rancher and politician, and served two years as the mayor of San Antonio.  His 

name came to be synonymous with unbranded cattle because he lacked interest in 

cattle raising and refused to brand his calves.  Soon, his name was being used to iden-

tify any unbranded cow encountered in any herd, regardless of whether it was owned 

by Maverick or not. 
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Continued 

I don't know who first started applying this term to tokens which lack a city and/or state 

location.  I've been collecting for almost 35 years and I have never seen any mention 

of anyone taking credit for being the first to use the term in regards to a token.  But 

somewhere along the way it happened and since then tens of thousands of maverick 

tokens have been pictured and listed in various publications in an attempt to identify 

where they were issued.  And it is not a stretch of the imagination to suggest that hun-

dreds of thousands of tokens have been issued over the years which do not have a 

location inscribed on them. 

Before I illustrate a typical maverick token and get into a deeper discussion about it, I 

want to discuss why it is so important for a token, maverick or not, to be attributed to a 

particular location.  Most collectors limit their collections to a certain geographical area, 

whether it is their hometown, home county, or home state.  Therefore it is necessary to 

know not only who issued a particular token, but also where it was issued, in order for 

any collector to know whether it would desirable for his or her collection.  Even collec-

tors who do not place geographical restrictions on their collections like to know where 

a particular token was utilized. 

A typical maverick token appears in the illustration above.  One side is inscribed "Good 

For 5 Cents in Mdse. at Prospect Hill Store" and the other side has the value and the 

business owner's name "S.M. Ward."  When I first encountered this token I did not 

know exactly where it was used but I did have some inkling because I purchased it 

from a relic hunter who dug it up in South Carolina.  Because he unearthed it in the 

state I was hoping that it was issued there also.  I quickly consulted what resources I 

had at the time (much fewer and harder to work with than they are now) and was una-

ble to pair the token with a location of issue.  But within a few days I had used the in-

formation which appeared on the token to attribute it to a rice planter named Samuel 

Mortimer Ward and the Prospect Hill Plantation he owned in Georgetown County, 

South Carolina. 
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Attributing maverick tokens is much like detective work where one takes a clue or two 

and uses them to seek out more information.  The clues I was working with in this case 

were:  1) I knew the token had been dug up near the coast of South Carolina,  2) the 

token itself gave the name of the store as Prospect Hill (which certainly sounded like a 

location), and 3) the name of the store's owner was probably S.M. Ward.  This last bit 

of information was crucial to identifying the location as I knew that the Ward family was 

prominent in Georgetown County.  A trip to the library and a perusal of the book The 

History of Georgetown County, South Carolina by George C. Rogers, Jr. solidified the 

attribution to the Prospect Hill Plantation there. 

I was able to ascer-

tain that Samuel Mor-

timer Ward (1858-

1943) was the grand-

son of Joshua John 

Ward, an early 

Georgetown rice 

planter and one of the 

most prosperous men 

in the state prior to 

the onset of the Civil 

War.  The Prospect 

Hill Plantation was 

passed down through 

the family to S.M. 

Ward, who also plant-

ed rice there.  The 

tokens were used in 

the 1880s to pay the 

plantation workers, 

many of whom were 

ex-slaves.  The work-

ers were able to re-

deem them at the 

general store on the plantation for groceries, clothing, and other needed goods.  The 

original plantation house, built in 1794, still stands, although it is called “Arcadia” now.  

In 1819 it was the site of a visit by U.S. President James Monroe. 

I was lucky with this token in that I was able to attribute it quickly to its place of origin.  

Many maverick tokens do not have so much information or clues with which to work.  

Some show just a business owner’s name or only the name of the business.  These 

are much harder to attribute and most longtime token collectors have dozens, if not 

hundreds, of unattributed maverick tokens sitting in a box somewhere still waiting for 

an attribution. 
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Tony is the author of several books on South Carolina Tokens, including the recently 

released and definitive book on SC Tokens entitled Numismatics of South Carolina 

Merchant Trade Tokens, A Complete History of Private Coinage. Comments are wel-

come and can be sent to the author at chibbaro@mindspring.com.  

Reprinted with permission from “Talkin’ Tokens,” the monthly newsletter of the National 

Token Collectors Association (NTCA) .  For information on joining NTCA, please visit 

www.tokencollectors.org or contact Mr. John Ostendorf at NTCA Secretary,              

523 Waxahachie, TX 75165 or johnoste64@gmail.com 

 

mailto:chibbaro@mindspring.com
http://www.tokencollectors.org
mailto:johnoste64@gmail.com
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MEMBER CLUB NEWS! 
Due to health concerns for our members, we are still 

meeting virtually and have had some very interesting 

programs From Tony (Pictorial Tokens) and Steve 

Kuhl (Merchant’s Bank Notes, Cheraw) and look 

forward to many more. The club has not decided 

when to come back in person as we are checking 

with our venue that hosts the meetings, Cayce Historical Museum. We will keep eve-

ryone updated. We are also sad to say we had to cancel our May show due to venue 

changes but excited to announce our fall show will go on! The Midlands Coin Club 

Fall show will be Oct 16th, 2021. The location is new this year and if things work out 

for upcoming shows as well. It will be held at the Columbia International University at 

7435 Monticello Road, Columbia SC 29203 in the Bill Jones Building just on the 

right. So far we have had commitments from most of our regular dealers and expect 

a full house. We hope that everyone can join us to help promote this hobby after a 

long dry spell in the capital city.  

Please check out our website at www.midlandscoinclub.com 
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MEMBER CLUB NEWS! 
The Stephen James CSRA Coin Club continues to Zoom 
broadcast their meetings but has also begun meeting in per-
son again! 2021 has seen a series 
of stellar educational programs at 
this club, such as: Club member 
Mr. Garry Naples presented a 
program on “My Favorite Chicago 
World’s Fair Elongates, which 

included the interesting history of elongated coins and the 
background on the 1933 and 1934 Chicago World’s Fair. Garry’s collection is exten-
sive and almost complete, and he is clearly an expert on this event and the associated 

elongated coins. 

February brought us Dr. Tony Chibbaro and his program entitled, A 
Numismatic Stroll Down Laurens Street. Laurens Street is the main 
street in downtown Aiken, and Tony showed examples of tokens for 
local Aiken businesses circa 1918, as well as old photographs of 
Laurens Street. This presentation was full of Aiken commercial his-

tory of the times. 

March brought Mr. Steve Kuhl and his presen-
tation on South Carolina Blue Ridge Rail Road 
Scrip. (See Article on this subject in the Octo-

ber 2020 issue of The SCanner). 

In April the Club was graced with the participa-
tion of Mr. Richard Jozefiak, the ANA Outreach Programs Coordinator. Richard, who 
also is a member of SCNA, gave a compelling program entitled Counterfeit Coins in 

the Numismatic Market and Collector 
Impact. This presentation is a must-
see if you want to understand the 
prevalence of counterfeit material in 
our hobby. It is a bit disconcerting, 
but Richard has some sound advice 

on how to reduce our risks. 

Finally, May brought us Mr. Will Gragg, SCNA’s Numismatist of the Year, for a wonder-
ful program on Collecting Courtesy Autograph 
Notes. Will explained the difference between 
Autograph notes and Courtesy Autograph 
Notes, and then delved into a variety of notes 
and methods to collect / ways to assemble 

collections. This was very entertaining!  
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MEMBER CLUB NEWS! 

The Augusta Coin Club held another successful coin show on May 14th and 15th, 

2021.  40 dealers occupied 75 tables and provided a huge variety of items to se-

lect—from Ancients to modern day bullion, from currency to books and supplies. 

This show had it all! Attendance was very good and sales were brisk! 

The club also continues holding in-person monthly club meetings at the Sunrise Grill, 

West Town Market Square, 3830 Washington Road, Martinez, GA  30907 on the 3rd 

Thursday. Meeting start at 7:00 pm  and all are WELCOME.  

Visit our website at https://www.augustacoinclub.org/ 
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MEMBER CLUB NEWS! 

The Club’s fall coin show is still on schedule for Septem-

ber 18, 2021, and will be held at the usual location, 

Camden Recreation Department, 1042 West DeKalb 

Street, Camden, SC 29078. A final decision on the show 

will be made in late July or early August 2021. Please 

check the SCNA show calendar at www.sc-na.org for the status of the show. Normal 

show hours are 9 am until 3 pm with an hourly door prize drawing held for registered 

guests who are present at the time of the drawing. Admission and parking are free 

for the show. Due to our limited Bourse space and the need for social distancing, the 

normal number of dealers on the Bourse floor may be restricted to about half of our 

normal dealers. Currently, social distancing and masks are required by a city ordi-

nance in Camden.  The Club reserves the right to limit the number of people on the 

Bourse floor during the show. Please check www.sc-na.org for information about our 

fall show. Updates or additional information will be posted on this site.  Currently, the 

Club is not meeting but hopes to start back with regular meetings this summer. 

For more information about the Camden Coin Club email us 

at camdencoinclub@gmail.com or call 803-438-2866. 

Camden Coin Club 
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Newly Released! 

South Carolina Merchant Trade Tokens 

By SCNA’s Dr. Tony Chibbaro 
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The 1925 Norse-American Medal  
By Chuck Goergen and Steve Kuhl 

Note: This collaborative article resulted from a Show & Tell that Chuck presented to the 
Stephen James CSRA Coin Club of Aiken, SC. During this meeting, Chuck showed the 

group an example of this medal that he had recently obtained via an online auction.   

Chuck told the group that that he has always enjoyed collecting commemoratives for 

several reasons, such as: they have small mintages and were not made for circulation; 

in addition to 

“official mintag-

es” being quite 

low, unsold 

coins were 

often returned 

to the mint for 

remelt so the 

number of ex-

isting speci-

mens is typi-

cally even low-

er than the 

official issued number; and many exist in mint state condition because people saved 

them as special keepsakes. He noted that most commemorative coins are half-dollar 

varieties, but there are quarters, dollars, and some gold issuances.   

Chuck stated that a commemorative curi-

osity he had been searching for was the 

1925 Norse-American Medal. Since it is a 

medal it does not have a denomination 

and officially it is not a coin. However, this 

octagonally shaped medal was issued 

under congressional authorization and was 

produced at the Philadelphia mint. The 

story of this medal starts with some proud 

Scandinavians looking to celebrate the 

100th anniversary of the 1825 voyage of 

the sailing ship Restauration that brought 

Norwegian immigrants to the United 

States.  Continued 



28 

The effort to obtain a commemorative coin was 

spearheaded by the Honorable Ole Juulson Kvale, 

a Minnesota congressman and proud Norse-

American. Kvale was a member of the Norse-

American Centennial Commission as well as the 

United States House of Representatives, where he 

served on the Committee on Coinage, Weights, 

and Measures. His proposal for a commemorative 

Norse-American coin was not supported by the    

U. S. Treasury, and the request was denied. A 

Norse-America medal was then proposed, and 

legislation was passed by the U. S. House and 

Senate. On March 2, 1925, President Calvin Coo-

lidge signed the legislation and production of the 

medal was authorized.  

These medals were minted at the Philadelphia mint, but their production was paid by 

private funding sources. While federal statutes allowed that “medals of a national char-

acter” could be struck at the Philadelphia Mint, Section 52 of the Coinage Act of 1873 

did not allow Mint staff to make the dies for the medals. This required the Norse-

American Centennial Commission to seek a private sculptor to make the dies. They 

initially approached Gutzon Borglum (Mount Rushmore) but he was occupied at the 

time with the carving of the monument at Stone Mountain, Georgia. Ultimately, the 

Committee reached agreement with James Earle Fraser (most famous numismatically 

for the Buffalo nickel) to sculpt the design. Fraser received a commission of $1500 for 

this work.  

The obverse of the medal depicts a romanticized image of an imposing and formidable 

Viking warrior 

chieftain with 

shield and 

drawn sword 

disembarking 

from his long 

boat. While 

historically inac-

curate, it is in-

tended to depict 

a landing on 

Vinland around 

1000 A.D.  
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The dates of 1825 and 1925 and NORSE AMERICAN CENTENNIAL are inscribed on 

the obverse. The reverse of the medal shows a Viking long ship at sail and the inscrip-

tions AUTHORIZED BY CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA and 

OPUS FRASER and A.D. 1000.  

There are four main types of these medals: A silver medal minted on both thin and thick 

planchets, a gold medal, and a large-format bronze medal that has three layers of silver 

plating on it. The silver medals are 29mm across, 1.6mm (thin) or 2 mm (thick) in depth, 

and made of 90% silver, 10% copper. The gold medal is 24mm across and is com-

posed of 90% gold, 10% copper. The large format (67mm wide) bronze medal with sil-

ver plating was also produced. According to PCGS, in addition to these medals there 

were related items including a copper die, a brass pattern, and a brass die trial on an 

oversized planchet. Unfortunately, images of these items were not found. 

 Continued 

ANA’S MONEY MUSEUM VIRTUAL EXHIBITS 
The ANA's Virtual Exhibits webpage has 16 popular displays 

from the Edward C. Rochette Money Museum available 
online to enthusiasts around the country and world. Learn 

about the museum's spectacular rarities, explore a range of 
subjects, and expand your collecting knowledge and inter-
ests. These virtual exhibits have high 
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The cost to produce the medals was: 30 cents each for the thin silver, 45 cents for the 

thick silver, and $10.14 for the gold. In turn they were sold for $1.25 (silver thin, esti-

mated); $1.75 (silver thick) and $20 (gold). They were sold by mail order; none were 

sold at the celebrations or in person. It is unclear how many of the estimated 60 bronze 

large-format silver-plated medals were sold; it is estimated that approximately 30 were 

given away. 

During the Show & Tell, Chuck mentioned that he had recently participated in an online 

auction of ancient coins, and in the listings was a subcategory of US coins containing 

several Morgan dollars from the New Orleans mint and two examples of the 1925 

Norse American Medal. All of the coins were graded and encapsulated by PCGS. Not 

wanting to lose the opportunity for obtaining the medal, he placed the minimum bid on 

both of them (as well as on the Morgan dollars). To his surprise, he won every item he 

bid on, at the minimum bid! It appears that US coins were not of much interest in this 

auction!  

The two medals he obtained were of the Silver – Thick Planchet variety. Both were 

graded by PCGS, one as MS64, the other as MS63. 

While the Norse-American medal is not a coin and is not legal tender, it is a great item 

to have in a collection. Due to its similarity to a coin and the fact that it was authorized 

by Congress, it is often collected as part of the U.S. commemorative coin series. Some 

medals were used as pocket pieces or worn in mountings, and subsequently they may 

display damage or wear. The silver ones can be purchased for less than $100 up to 

$500, and the silver-plated one for between $500 and $3,500. The gold specimen has 

sold for as high as $40,000. Seen here is a chart showing the April 2021 estimated 

value of these medals by condition / grade, as ascertained by NGC and PCGS, as well 

as the graded population percentages: 
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Sources / References: 

• Original specifications & valuation graphics by Steve Kuhl 

• Wikipedia Norse American Article https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norse-

American_medal  

• Image of 1925 US Postal Stamp: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
Category:Restauration_(ship,_1801)#/media/File:Norse_ Ameri-

can_Centennial_Sloop_1925_Issue-2c.jpg, Public Domain 

• Image of 1925 Norse Medal Large Format Silver Plated (Regular Strike) PCGS 
MS64 courtesy of PCGS at https://www.pcgs.com/coinfacts/coin/norse-medal-

large-format-silvered/523083 

• Image of 1925 Medal Norse American, Matte Gold (Proof) PCGS PF67 courtesy 
of PCGS at https://www.pcgs.com/coinfacts/coin/1925-medal-norse-american-

matte-gold/9452 

• Image of Ole Juulson Kvale, By Harris &amp; Ewing - Library of Congress, Pub-
lic Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/

index.php?curid=11593329 

• Pricing and Graded Population reports courtesy 
of PCGS at https://www.pcgs.com/coinfacts and 

NGC at https://www.ngccoin.com/coin-explorer 

 

Chuck Goergen has been a coin collector since his 
youth but became serious in the 1990s.  His main 
focus is on ancient coinage specializing on the Ro-
man Republic era.  He has been a member of the 
Stephen James-CSRA Coin Club for almost 20 
years and currently serves as treasurer.  He can be 

contacted at AikenAncients@gmail.com  

 

You can only make money if you buy a product, 

whatever it is - maybe a currency, maybe wheat and 

maybe something else - at a relatively low price and 

sell it at a higher price than you buy it at. There's no 

other way to make money.  

Milton Friedman, Economist, 1912—2006 

Milton Friedman. (n.d.). AZQuotes.com. Retrieved June 05, 2021, from 

AZQuotes.com Web site: https://www.azquotes.com/author/5181-Milton_Friedman  
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The 1935-D Wide and Narrow  
$1 Silver Certificates 

By Stephen Kuhl 
The fourth edition of A Guide Book of United States Paper Money indicates that the 

United States Bureau of Engraving and Printing (BEP) printed 4,656,968,000 

(almost 4.7 billion) of these notes, between June of 1949 and January 1953. There 

are four varieties of this note (Friedberg number F-1613): Wide and Narrow Regular 

notes and Wide and Narrow Star notes. 

On first blush one may assume that the wide and narrow may have to do with the 

margin around the printed area. And this is on target, sort of. The terms “wide” and 

“narrow” are counter-intuitive, they actually do not refer to the size of the margin (the 

unprinted area on the edge of the note.). What they do refer to is the amount of print-

ed green border area above “The United States of America” at the top of the note’s 

reverse and also below the “One Dollar” at the bottom of the reverse.  

Why does this variation exist? The BEP was experimenting with the size of the un-

printed gap between vertically adjacent notes on the 12-note sheets in an attempt to 

reduce the number of cutting errors. To achieve this, they reduced the vertical print-

ed area of the note by 3 millimeters. Shown on the next page is a side-by-side com-

parison of the wide and narrow varieties of the $1 1935-D Silver Certificate. 

There are two diagnostics which help Numismatists easily identify the wide and nar-

row varieties. First is the back plate number, located below and to the right of the 

denomination “ONE” in the center of the note: Notes with a back plate number of 

5015 or less are the earlier printings and are the wide border variety. Back Plate 

numbers of 5017 and above are the narrow border variety.  

The second diagnostic is a quantitative device – if one looks closely at the green 

border below “One Dollar” one will observe rows of Trapeziums (quadrilaterals with 

no parallel sides.) These are most often referred to as “almost squares” - “almost” as 

in they are four sided and “almost square”. In the wide border variety, there are 

clearly two rows of Trapeziums as in the lower picture on the next page. 

As for value, since billions of these notes were printed, in circulated condition they 

are worth little more than face value. In uncirculated condition they are worth more, 

but it really is a buyer’s market.  

 

WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE? 
Examining Varieties, Errors and Numismatic Subtleties 
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And the market for this note is also esoteric, where the block plate combinations and 

the serial numbers may drive prices a bit, but only for the very specialized collectors 

of these notes, not for the average collector. 
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Collecting Canadian Cents 
I hope this issue meets you with a smile knowing that life 

will most certainly return to normal soon. I have seen 

many clubs moving back towards in-person meetings and 

a lot of coin shows back in business. It is a slow transition, 

but safety must be our first priority. 

Want something fun to collect, easy to complete and not 

expensive? Try collecting small cents from our neighbors 

to the North, Canada! 

The first Canadian cent was minted in 1858 and had a diameter of 1 inch and a weight 

of 1⁄100 pound. Similar to America, until 1858 Canadians relied on foreign coinage for 

their commercial needs from British coinage, bank and commercial tokens, U.S. cur-

rency and Spanish milled dollars. Again like early American coinage, the large cents 

of 1858–1920 were significantly bigger than modern one-cent coins and even slightly 

larger than the modern 25¢ piece. The coin was reduced to its current size to match 

the American one cent coin. 

The obverse of all Canadian coins depicts the reigning monarch (King or Queen) at 

the time of issue. Images shown below are courtesy of coinsandcanada.com.  

 

1920 – 1936 depicted 

King George V on the 

obverse and a simple 

reverse that read 

“Canada – One Cent” 

and the date of issue. 

 

 

1937 – 1952 depicted 

King George VI on the 

obverse but changed 

the reverse design to 

the famed maple twig 

with leaves.  
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Continued 

1953 – 2012 depicts Queen Elizabeth II with the same Maple Twig reverse, but be-

cause of her long 

reign (1952 to pre-

sent) four different 

obverses were used. 

The first design was 

used from 1953 to 

1963 and featured a 

young Queen Eliza-

beth shown in an 

unadorned and sim-

ple profile view: The 

first update occurred 

in 1965 and showed 

the Queen in a more 

regal and formal 

manner: 

 

 Bruce’s World Coins  
In erna ional Coin  Curren y   Medal   

 O Bo      

Har  ell   A        
  

Phone: (706) 436-9577 
  

brucegetman@gmail.com  

Member of ANA, GNA, SCNA, BRNA  
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The second update 

occurred in 1990 and 

featured a mature 

Queen Elizabeth (she 

had been on the 

throne of the United 

Kingdom for 38 years 

at this time): 

The final update was 

released in 2003 and 

ran until the coin was 

discontinued in 2012: 

 special obverse was 

used in 1967 to cele-

brate the centennial of 

Canada’s 1867 confed-

eration, when the colonies of Canada, Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick formed the 

Dominion of Canada. This design featured a rock dove (all the coins of 1967 featured 

an animal, and this is a neat type set to collect). This issue was the only time between 

1937 and 2012 in 

which the maple leaf 

design was not used. 

Like most coins struck 

since ancient times, 

generally Canadian 

cents have a round 

smooth edge.  

But not always – the 

cents minted from 

1982 to 1996 are 

twelve-sided! This de-

sign change was to 

help visually-impaired 

people to recognize the 

coin.  
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Continued 

In 1997 (again, following America’s lead) the Canadians switched the coins metallic 

composition from copper to a copper-plated zinc coin. This change, however, introduced 

manufacturing difficul-

ties and the 12-sided 

design was abandoned. 

Canada made another 

commemorative cent in 

1992, this time to rec-

ognize Canada’s 125th 

Anniversary. This coin 

contained the double 

1867 – 1992 on the 

reverse. 

In 2002, Canada issued 

another double-date 

coin, this time to recog-

nize Queen Elizabeth 

II’s 50th anniversary as 

Monarch: 
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Continued 

Again like the United States, the production costs of the Canadian cent exceeded the 

value of the coin and there was a long-running debate about stopping it’s production. 

In mid-2010 a study on the use of the coin was launched, and in December 2010 it 

was recommended that the cent be removed from circulation. Unlike America, which 

has endlessly engaged 

in this debate, in early 

2012 the Canadian 

government announce 

they would no longer 

produce the Canadian 

cent, and cash transac-

tions began being 

rounded to the nearest 

5¢. In addition to the various designs that were used for these coins, there are some 

varieties that can be found. You are encouraged to research and find these for your 

collection: The 1947 “Maple Leaf” variety; The “No Shoulder Strap” obverses 

(according to the Saskatoon Coin Club, die polishing resulted in a variant in 1953-1955 

Canadian cents where the shoulder strap of the Queen’s dress cannot be easily seen. 

This is referred to as the "No Shoulder Fold". They have an excellent website on Cana-

dian cent varieties and errors listed in the credits section of this article); The 1965 

“bead” and “five” varieties; and the 1985 “blunt or pointed five” variety.  
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Most of these variations are affordable, only a few of the shoulder strap varieties can 

be hard to find and consequently expensive. All in all, the collector should be able to 

obtain examples of most varieties  

As for storage of your collection, there 

are several options available. All of 

these can be purchased on the inter-

net via the manufacturer, Amazon, 

eBay, and other sources. Both Whit-

man and Warman’s offers a cardboard 

push in style of folder that we are all 

familiar with: 

The Gardmaster company offers a 

unique sliding view folder that allows 

you to view both sides of the coins! 

Wrapping this up, the best thing about 

this series is that you can complete the 

collection without a lot of cost. These 

coins can be found on-line, in coin shops and at shows. There is nothing more satisfy-

ing than a complete collection! While I didn’t start my complete collection until I was 

over 40 years old, I still found it inexpensive and fun! 

I would invite you to give me your feedback. Every article I write is from MY point of 

view. I cover topics I feel would be of interest to Young Numismatists and I try to re-

member what it was like when I first started to collect. I am no spring chicken and the 

times certainly have changed, so I am asking for your advice and your perspective 

about collecting in today’s world. What are your interests? What are your challenges? 

What would you like to see me talk about here? I welcome your input and I want to 

write about what interests you, so shoot me a line at 

SCNA_Webmaster@yahoo.com. Have fun collecting those Canadian cents! 

Credits:  

Coin Photos Courtesy of coinsandcanada.com at https://www.coinsandcanada.com/ 

Gardmaster Album courtesy of eBay at https://www.ebay.com/itm/333272414029?

hash=item4d9895774d:g:jPMAAOSw6tFgeb~s  
Whitman Album courtesy of Whitman Publishing at https://whitman.com/canadian-small-cents-1

-1920-1988/  

Warman’s Album courtesy of Amazon at https://www.amazon.com/Canadian-Cents-1920-2012-
Collectors-Folder/dp/144023261X and eBay at and https://www.ebay.com/itm/333181955797?

mkevt=1&mkcid=1&mkrid=711-53200-19255-0&campid=5338722076&toolid=10001 

Saskatoon Coin Club article on Canadian Cent varieties and errors:  http://

www.saskatooncoinclub.ca/articles/03c_1_cent_varieties.html#1953 
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The Dahlonega 
Mint and the 
Dahlonega Gold 
Museum  

© 2021 Stephen Kuhl 

Original Photos © Clarissa Kuhl 

This article continues the Author’s Numismatics In Our Neighborhood (NION)SM series, which 

explores the abundant local and regional numismatic history of America. 

The southeastern United States is steeped in numismatic history, and South Carolina’s 

numismatists are geographically situated to many interesting locations associated with 

this history. Seventy-five miles directly west of Anderson, SC (as the crow flies) is one 

such place. The town of Dahlonega, Georgia made numismatic history when a branch 

of the US Mint was established in this frontier gold-mining town in 1838! Fortunately, 

the opportunity to step back in time more than 190 years still exists in Dahlonega – gold 

mines are still in operation, the “bones” of the mint building remain, and the 1836 Lump-

kin County courthouse is now home to the Dahlonega Gold Museum. Come, let’s visit 

this “rich” history! 

Two major activities 

were concurrently hap-

pening in north Georgia 

in the 1830s – the gold 

rush, which included 

creation of a branch 

mint, and systematic 

removal of the Native 

Americans that were 

living in the area. These 

two events did not oc-

cur in a vacuum – they 

were extremely interdependent. To help understand these interdependencies, what 

follows is a discussion that addresses each topic in turn, along the timeline of 1828 to 

1838. Following that discussion is the subsequent history of the branch mint from initial 
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production in 1838 to cessa-

tion of operations in 1861, 

and then an introduction to 

the Dahlonega Gold Museum.  

Dahlonega was the site of the 

first major gold rush in the 

United States. While gold had 

also been discovered in west-

ern North Carolina, that dis-

covery did not result in the 

huge influx of miners that 

Dahlonega experienced from 

1828 – 1830. It is estimated 

that by 1830 there were 

10,000 miners removing $5 

million of gold a year!  

Readers familiar with this period in US history will likely recall that the 1830s was a 

period when the US Government forcibly relocated Native Americans who had lived 

in the southeast for centuries. This followed the 1830 passage of the Indian Removal 

Act, which allowed for relocation of the Native Americans to lands west of the Missis-

sippi River ostensibly in return for financial and material assistance. The Cherokees 

were the primary tribe in the area, and their ancestral land ranged across a broad 

swath of the southeast, including much of Kentucky, Virginia, Tennessee, western 

North Carolina, western South Carolina, north Georgia, and northeast Alabama. 

Gold deposits are found in 

this part of the country in a 

series of three bands which 

run roughly southwest to 

northeast. The gold found at 

Dahlonega was part of a 200-

mile-long and 10-mile-wide 

band running from NE Ala-

bama to western North Caro-

lina, square in the heart of the 

Cherokee homeland. In their 

quest for riches, the Georgia 

politicians of the era (as well 

as the miners) wanted imme-

diate access to the area. But 

the United States Supreme  
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Court, in their 1832 Worcester v. Geor-

gia ruling, held that the Cherokees 

were a sovereign nation and the Feder-

al government was the only authority 

that could negotiate with the Cherokee 

to entice them to leave their homeland.  

President Andrew Jackson essentially 

ignored this ruling, and allowed the 

State of Georgia to initiate a lottery to 

distribute the Cherokee’s land. Over 

133,000 people registered to win one 

of 35,000 40-acre plots across northern 

Georgia. Winning claimants were re-

quired to occupy the land within two 

years of the Cherokee tribe being relo-

cated, however, by 1835 few of the 

tribal members had moved west.  

Dahlonega was literally a wild, almost 

lawless frontier town. To get a sense of 

how rough it was, here are some quotes 

(unattributed) from residents at the time: 

“…Thieves, gamblers, and murderers – 

quarrelsome, drunken, and malicious – 

forming altogether a lawless, ungoverna-

ble community” and “I have never before 

been amongst such a complete set of 

lawless beings. I do really believe, that for 

a man to be thought of as honest there, 

would be a disadvantage to him, or at 

least he would be set down for a fool and 

treated accordingly.” Some white settlers 

became bandits and formed “pony clubs” 

which terrorized the Cherokee settle-

ments, stealing livestock and household 

items, and burning houses.  

Up to 1834 most of the gold mined in the 

US was shipped to Europe because the 

European’s 15.8 to 1 silver to gold ratio 

was more favorable than the US ratio of 

15:1.  
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To promote the newfound gold 

staying in the US, the ratio was 

officially changed to 16:1. In 1835 

the US Congress passed legislation 

authorizing establishment of three 

branch mints – Charlotte NC, 

Dahlonega, GA and New Orleans, 

Louisiana. Charlotte and 

Dahlonega were tasked to mint 

coins from the locally mined gold, 

but New Orleans was tasked with 

minting both gold and silver, be-

cause of the large amount of these 

metals coming into the US from 

Mexico and Central and South-America. It is worth mentioning that South Carolina’s 

John C. Calhoun, the US vice president at the time, was instrumental in the passage 

of this legislation. He also owned land in the Dahlonega area, and the Calhoun Gold 

Mine became one of the most successful.  

Construction of the Dahlonega mint was started in 1835 and was supervised by Rev. 

Ignatius A. Few. Few was an attorney, farmer, minister, and the first President of 

what is now Emory University. Because of his other interests, Few spent little time in 

Dahlonega actually supervising the building of the mint. Coupled with the award of a 

“lowest bid” construction contract, structurally inadequate design, poor material 

choices and limited material availability (remember it was the frontier), the building 

was plagued with a host of issues (e.g. the roof was installed three times; the arches 

supporting the first 

floor were replaced 

due to sagging 

floors). Problems 

were not limited to 

the building. The 

equipment used to 

mint the coins was 

also beset with prob-

lems, such as the 

rollers on the planch-

et roller were too 

soft, coining dies often cracked, engines were not fit for purpose, etc. These were 

just a few of the issues experienced building and readying the mint for operation. It is 

a testament to perseverance that the mint actually went into operation in 1838.  
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Gold deposits mined from 1828 – 

1838 were very shallow, allowing 

for “easy” retrieval by placer mining 

– panning in stream beds and shal-

low digging, typically 1 to 4 feet 

deep. But as the mint went opera-

tional in 1838 these deposits were 

becoming exhausted, meaning vein 

mining was needed to extract the 

gold. But the Cherokee settlements 

were still in place, which denied 

miners access to the veins. In re-

sponse, President Martin Van Buren deployed Federal troops to forcibly remove the 

remaining Cherokees. Approximately 50,000 Natives were relocated from 1832 – 

1838, and tens of thousands died during this transition, known as the “Trail of Tears” 

Finally, on April 21, 1838 the first coins were minted at Dahlonega – 80 half-eagles. 

The mint operated from 1838 until its closure in 1861 at the start of the Civil War. 

During this period the US Government minted 1,380,376 coins with a face value of 

$6,108,237. Some may consider this very lackluster performance, certainly Mint 

officials in Washington and Philadelphia felt thus, but remember the context – where 

and when the mint was built - and perhaps the performance could be viewed more 

charitably.  

Although the US Government minted 1,380,376 coins at Dahlonega, they were not 

the only government to mint coins at this facility! The Confederate States of America 

(CSA) seized the mint in April 1861 and minted a small number of half-eagles 

(estimates range from 500 – 2000) which are indistinguishable from the Federal 

strikes, and an estimated 1000 – 1500 1861 dollar coins. The Federal government 

did not mint 

dollars in 

1861, so all 

that exist 

today were 

minted by the 

Confederacy. 

Note that per 

the 1st quar-

ter 1861 Fed-

eral report, 

the mint held 

$17,000 in  
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coins and $10,000 in bullion, two-thirds of which 

was silver. It is unclear whether the Federals re-

tained these items or if they were seized by the 

Confederacy.  

On May 14, 1861 the Confederate Congress vot-

ed to shut down the Dahlonega mint, and they 

converted it to an Assay office. The holdings of 

the mint were transferred to other purposes and 

locations throughout the Confederate States. The 

Assay Office did little business through the 

course of the war. One highlight was in late sum-

mer 1862, when the CSA brought a substantial 

amount of bullion to the facility to be cast into ingots. 17 gold bars, 196 silver bars, 

and 3 mixed gold & silver were produced.  The most valuable asset held by the mint 

was the nitric acid used to refine the gold. Nitric acid is critical for the manufacture of 

high explosive, so this material was in high demand and was of great importance to 

the Confederate Army.  

Following the war, the US govern-

ment tried to sell the mint building. 

In 1870 they received one bid of 

$1,525, which they declined. In 

1871 the building was transferred to 

the Trustees of the North Georgia 

Agricultural College, which was sub-

sequently founded in 1873.  The 

building burned to its foundation in 

1878, and a new building was built 

on the foundation. The building is 

now called Price Memorial Hall 

(after William P. Price, Founder of 

the School) and is the Administration building for the University of North Georgia.  



49 

 



50 

Remnants of the orig-

inal building are still 

visible in the base-

ment and first floor of 

the current building. 

In celebration of the 

school’s 100th anni-

versary in 1973, the 

steeple of this build-

ing was gilded with 

gold leaf. The gold 

came from Lumpkin 

County, GA, of which 

Dahlonega is the 

County Seat. Re-

markably, the entire 

roof was leafed with 

only 14 ounces of gold, at a cost of $62,000. The steeple has been re-gilded twice 

since – in 1999 and most recently in 2019 (at a cost of $400,000!) 

While one cannot visit the actual mint building, since it burned in 1878, one can visit 

the 

Dahlonega 

Gold Muse-

um housed 

in the former 

Lumpkin 

County 

courthouse 

that was 

built in 1836, 

375 yards to 

the north-

east of the 

mint build-

ing. This is 

the oldest 

standing 

courthouse in Georgia. It was built with bricks made with clay from nearby Cane 

Creek, and the bricks contain flecks of gold.  
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Visiting this muse-

um is well worth the 

trip! Inside are ex-

tensive, well-

curated displays 

and artifacts detail-

ing the history of 

north Georgia, 

Dahlonega, the gold 

rush, miner’s lives, 

the mint, and the 

courthouse itself. 

The displays are 

interesting and well put together, and they reach a pinnacle with a complete collection 

of Dahlonega gold coins, including the 1861 $1, the 1854 $3 (mintage of 1,120), and 

the 1861 $5! They also have an extensive collection of very rare forms of natural gold 

– nugget, wire, spun, octahedron crystal, and quartz matrix.  

The atmosphere at the museum is relaxed, and the staff and volunteers are very 

friendly and helpful. Visitors are welcome to take their time browsing the museum. 

They also have a well-appointed gift shop which has many interesting items (including 

gold), and one can pick up a copy of the wonderful book The Neighborhood Mint: 

Dahlonega in the Age 

of Jackson, by Sylvia 

Gailey Head and Eliza-

beth W. Etheridge. 

This is an excellent, 

easy to read book 

which vividly portrays 

the physical difficulties 

and political infighting 

associated with estab-

lishment of the 

Dahlonega Mint. For 

those that want an 

exact accounting of the 

mint’s operation, eve-

rything from gold de-

posits, coinage, material inventories, die marriages, staffing, etc… then look for C. M. 

Birdsall’s book, The United States Branch Mint At Dahlonega, Georgia: Its History and 

Coinage. (Dr. Birdsall also has a parallel book on the Charlotte, NC Mint) 



52 

Visiting the 

museum is an 

excellent day 

trip from much 

of South Caroli-

na, Georgia, 

North Carolina, 

and Tennes-

see. Also, the 

town of 

Dahlonega is 

charming in its 

setting on a 

historic public 

square in the foothills of the mountains. The square is full of interesting shops and is 

easily walkable. Want to go? The Dahlonega Gold Museum is located at #1 Public 

Square, Dahlonega GA, 30533. They can be contacted at 706-864-2257 or visit their 

website at https://gastateparks.org/DahlonegaGoldMuseum  

Author’s acknowledgement: Special thanks are due to Mr. Steve Nolte, Owner of 

Uncommon Cents of Dahlonega, GA! Steve also is Vice President of the Board of 

Directors for the Friends of the Dahlonega Gold Museum, and is a Docent who helps 

care for the museum and exhibits, and conducts tours for visitors. Many thanks, Ste-

ve, for your time to tour us through the museum and for sharing your extensive 

knowledge on Dahlonega, gold and the museum! We are grateful! 
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Identical $4 State of South Carolina Notes (Almost!) 
By S ephen Kuhl 

This article continues a planned periodic series that seeks to examine and understand 
the subtle differences that make some varieties of coins more collectible and valuable 

than other versions.  

The two notes shown here were issued by the Columbia, SC branch of the Bank of the 

State of South Carolina in 1862. They were purchased from the South Carolina Depart-

ment of Archives and History at the October 2019 South Carolina Numismatic Associa-

tion’s annual convention and coin show. As can be seen, each note is Series A with 

serial number 77 and matching signatures (J. L. Clark, Cashier 1862 – 1865; John 

Fisher, President 1862 – 1865). The only difference is the hand-written dates on these 

notes. The top bill is dated 9 January 1862 and the bottom is dated 1 June 1862. It is 

curious as to why there are two such notes. Some thoughts on this will be shared at 

the end of the article.  

WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE? 
Examining Varieties, Errors and Numismatic Subtleties 



59 

But first, like many obsolete notes, the imagery on them had important contemporane-

ous significance, but has lost much of its relevance in today’s world. Sure, we know 

these as Fort Moultrie notes, but what else is symbolized or connotated? Can you rec-

ognize the two gentlemen, or are their images lost to history for you, as they are for 

me?  

Thankfully, reference material remains available and some sleuthing often provides 

interesting results. I will comment that I have found, contrary to popular opinion, not 

everything is available on the internet! Often I turn to books to obtain the information 

because sometimes that is the only source available. 

Back to the design: Yes, we have Fort Moultrie. Yes, we have Crosslet 4s inside me-

dallions. Yes, we have a big red FOUR. But what about the gentlemen in the portraits? 

Hazard a guess as to who they are and why they are honored on this note? Here is a 

hint: On the left is Robert Hayne; On the right is Langdon Cheves.  

Ringing any bells yet? Not for me! I had to investigate to understand the influences 

these men had, not only on the state of South Carolina but on a young United States 

of America. Here, then, is a thumbnail sketch of these two men, containing a number 

of interesting facts, any one of which is worthy of specific research:  

Robert Hayne, 1791 – 1839: Lawyer; Soldier; Politician 

• Married Frances Pickney, daughter of four-term SC Governor Charles Pickney 

• Captain during the War of 1812; Major General in the SC State Militia. 

• Member of the SC Legislature from 1814 – 1818 

• South Carolina Attorney General from 1818 – 1822 

• U.S. Senator from SC from 1823 – 1832 

• Chairman of the Nullification Convention, 1832 

• Governor of SC from 1832 – 1834 

• Mayor of Charleston, SC from 1836 - 1837  

• President of the Louisville, Cincinnati, and Charleston Rail Road, 1836 - 1840 

Langdon Cheves, 1776 – 1857: Lawyer; Politician, Banker, Statesman 

• South Carolina Attorney General from 1808 – 1810 

• U.S. Congressman from SC, 1810 – 1815, Speaker of U.S. House 1814 - 1815 

• Chief Commissioner of Claims for the Treaty of Ghent (which settled the War of 

1812) 

• Chairman of the Board for the Second United States Bank 1819 – 1822.  

(Irony: As the Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives he led the legislative 

defeat of the re-chartering of the First Bank of the United States.) 

• Retired from public life in 1822. 
Continued 
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Back to the question of why do we have two $4 Fort Moultrie bills of the same series, 

with the same serial number and signatures? This question was a point of discussion 

in November 2019 between Mr. Patrick McCawley (South Carolina Department of Ar-

chives and History ) and Mr. Hugh Shull, (renowned numismatist from South Carolina) 

and me (the comparative novice!)  

The consensus reached was it seems reasonable that the hand-numbering of the 

notes began anew each day. This is to say it appears that every day a limited number 

of bills were signed, starting with serial number “1”, rather than continuing the number-

ing from the previous day. (Apparently it was felt that having a specific date was suffi-

cient delineation between legitimate notes?) This seems to make sense – this way 

they didn’t have to remember where they left off the count the day before, and they 

didn’t have to go find those notes in the vault to verify their recollection! Reinforcing 

this perspective is the fact that three-digit serial numbers are rarely found on these 

notes. What are your thoughts?  
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Letter from the SCNA Bourse Chair 

Dear Fellow Numismatists, 

I would like to take this opportunity to invite you to the SCNA’s 49th Annual Convention 

at the Greenville Convention Center (GCC) Conference Hall in Greenville, SC on Octo-

ber 29 - 31, 2021.  There are no longer any stairs to climb or long walks from the park-

ing lots, as the show is once again being held on the ground floor Conference Hall at 

the west end of the Greenville Convention Center. Public access to the show will be 

via the circle drive entrance on Eisenhower Drive. Signs will be posted to guide you. 

Yes, the SCNA is holding the convention. Yes, there will likely be some form of Covid 

Controls in use.  As it stands today, temperature checks and face masks/shields will be 

required just like last year.  The use of wrist bands and signing in to a covid tracing log 

are not currently planned.  The SCNA will reevaluate the Covid-19 pandemic status in 

August and weekly thereafter with updated status posted on www.sc-na.org.  If you 

hadn’t already heard, the SCNA 2020 Covid Controls were adopted by the GCC and 

approved by SC DHEC for all events. In the meantime, maintain your social distancing, 

get your vaccines, and follow all state and federal guidance regarding the pandemic. 

This show is fully expected to be a sellout as over 170 tables are already confirmed.  

The US Mint, Federal Reserve Atlanta Museum, South Carolina Department of Ar-

chives & History have been formally invited.  Exhibits and seminars are back! YN and 

Scouting Programs are back! We have brought in 5 new-to-the SCNA dealers while 

keeping the total number of dealers the same. 

I would like to point out that our convention is THE TOP numismatic event in South 

Carolina.  We have the absolute best Young Numismatist program and Scouting Nu-

mismatics Merit Badge program in the state, hosting upwards of 50 YNs and dozens of 

scouts on Saturday.  The numismatic exhibit program is unquestionably the BEST in 

the state.   

Our SCNA board greatly appreciates your consideration and look forward to seeing 

you at the show!  If you have any questions or recommendations concerning our show, 

please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Many Thanks! We look forward to seeing all of you in October 

Bill Latour 

SCNA Bourse Chairman 

Phone: 843-532-5089;  

Lowcountrycoins1@bellsouth.net 

 9 h ANNUAL SCNA CONVENTION   SHOW 
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Continued 

From the Beautiful Sea!  
By Stephen Kuhl 

Author’s Note: This article on coins containing images of 

marine life was inspired by a presentation Mr. Jerry 

Lipsky gave the Stephen James Central Savannah River 

Area Coin Club (Aiken, SC) in late 2018. Mr. Lipsky gra-

ciously agreed to allow the use of his presentation materi-

al to contribute to this article, and for this the Author is sincerely grateful! A little re-

search quickly showed how extensive images of marine life are on numismatic items, 

especially on modern issues. This makes it a wonderfully flexible subject area in which 

to develop a myriad of beautiful, well-crafted type sets for your collection –such as 

species, issuing authority, metal type, or time period!  

Many numismatists collect coins whose theme fits within a genre. For example, I know 

an orthopedic surgeon who collects (among other things) coins with images of hands 

(his specialty). Another collector I know focuses on symbols associated with the musi-

cal arts.  Until viewing Jerry’s presentation, I had not given much thought to how often 

symbols of marine life are placed on coins. As it turns out, there is a huge amount of 

numismatic collectibles in this area. This article focuses on the abundant, colorful, and 

vibrant images of marine life that have been gracing world coinage from the earliest of 

times, continuing right up to today! 

You may 

recall, from 

studying 

history 

when you 

were in 

school, that 

ancient 

cultures tended to live in settlements near bodies of water. Lakes and rivers provided a 

source of food and building materials, and rivers were the main form of travel and navi-

gation. – the “roads” of ancient times! Even today the number of people living at the 

water’s edge continues to increase (as does land prices!). So it seems a natural hu-

man connection for coinage to reflect symbols of sea creatures.  Interestingly, many 

religions (most notably Christianity) also uses marine symbols.  The popularity of col-

lecting coinage with marine life has grown and continues to grow, both from a collector 

standpoint and from the number and variety of products being minted.  
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Continued 

Let’s start with the earliest coins. Images of marine life appear on Chinese coins ap-

proximately 3000 years 

ago! Greek culture hon-

ored the gift of marine life 

as early as 600 BC. As 

can be seen in the side-

bar, a vast array of cul-

tures used similar repre-

sentations. 

Since ancient coins were 

hand-made hammered coins, they can often be artistically crude or physically unattrac-

tive by today’s standards. And while this cannot be categorically denied for coins with 

marine images, it is very intriguing to find well-

made ancient coins in the shape of the actual 

species! Seen above are ancient examples of 

Chinese money made in the shape of fish. In 

their culture the fish has been symbolized to 

represent abundance, wealth, success, and 

perseverance. And as mentioned, many other 

cultures used this symbolism, as can be seen 

in these examples to the right. 

Similarly, and not surprisingly given the mix of 

Malay, Chinese, Indian and European cultures, 

18th century Malaysian money included coin-

age in the shape of fish. These items were 

made of tin, which is extremely malleable. Giv-

en this, there is a wide variety of Malaysian 

items from this era shaped to represent animal 

life. But beware - unfortunately counterfeit 

items are abundant. 
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Moving from the ancient world to contemporary times, approximately 60 countries 

have produced coins with images of sea life on them! The number keeps growing, 

given the popularity of the motif, coupled with the surge in bullion investing.  Some 

modern mintages are issued for circulation, while others are issued specifically fo-

cused on the collector market and do not circulate monetarily.  Shown here is a mix-

ture of circulation strikes and “collector editions”.  

Sharks seem to be very popular, and many countries 

produced items with this motif, such as: Chile / Easter 

Island (Hammerhead sharks); Palau (Gray Reef Shark); 

Australia (Tiger, Hammerhead, Great White sharks); 

Canada (Canadian Great White shark). 
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Many of the modern coins take advantage of 

technical advances in minting to create unique 

and interesting specimens. For example, in 

2012 Niue issued a two-dollar coin featuring 

the great white shark. What makes this coin 

unique? It has been “bitten” by a shark! They 

also issued an innovative “3D” image of a mako 

shark. Coins are minted for Niue by New Zea-

land. 

As in Ancient times, turtles and octopus are 

also common themes on contemporary coins.  

In fact, starting in 2010 Niue began issuing a 

silver round collector set featuring the Hawksbill Turtle.  Niue has been mentioned 

frequently in this article, so a few words about this country. Niue is tiny and most 

people have never heard of it. Even if you 

have not, you have probably gathered by 

now that Niue is very active in numismatics, 

especially in the area of coins Not Issued For 

Circulation (NIFC). They do this for the mon-

ey (pun intended) – for the revenue it gener-

ates, and quite frankly I believe they enjoy 

issuing these interesting, beautiful, and tech-

nically-advanced coins.  

They also issue coinage for circulation, and 

Ron Drzewucki wrote an interesting article on 

the three major styles of Niue coinage enti-

tled “Niue: A Nu-

mismatic Hotspot”. 

This article was 

published in Coin-

week™ on May 

26, 2016. and is 

available at https://

coinweek.com/

world-coins/niue-

numismatic-

hotspot/ 

 Continued 
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Several American coins also fea-

ture images of marine life, such as 

Salmon featured on the 2007 

Washington State Quarter and the 

2008 Alaska State Quarter. Lesser-

known examples include dolphins 

on the 1915-S Panama-Pacific one

-dollar coin; Poseidon riding a 

whale on the 1935 Hudson (NY) 

150th anniversary commemorative 

half-dollar; and the basket of fish on the reverse of the 2014 Native American dollar. 

 
Continued 
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All in all this is a very interesting area of numismatics – as I researched I found more 

and more items that I wanted to include in this article, so much so that I finally realized I 

simply had to stop looking or I would never finish the article! This is definitely a fun area 

of numismatics, and it can also be the subject of serious numismatic research and 

evaluation. I do believe I will indulge my interest a bit more, as I hope you do too!  

Happy fishing everyone! 
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Jerry Lipsky has lived most of his life near or on the 
ocean – from growing up on the coast of southern Florida 
to serving our Country for many years as an Officer in 
the United States Navy, to residing in Aiken, SC (only 
two hours from the coast), and most recently moving 
back to his old “stomping grounds” in the Florida Keys. 
His background has driven Jerry’s interest in coins con-
taining marine symbols, an interest which he shared with 
the Stephen James CSRA Club (Aiken, SC) when he 

gave a presentation on “Ocean Life on Coinage”. 
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 Numi mati   depend  on  he in egri y 
of bo h Buyer  and Seller . A lo   of 
 ru   re ul   in lo   bu ine   and  he 
degradation of  he repu ation of our 
hobby. Tha  i   hy  he SCNA ha  an ap-
proved Code of E hi    hi h govern   he 
 ondu   of SCNA Member . For your ref-
eren e  here i   he SCNA Code of E hi  .  

SCNA CODE OF ETHICS 
A Member must agree to comply with the following standards 
of conduct: 

To support and be governed by the By-Laws of the Association 
and by any other rules, policies, charters, regulations or other 
governance-related instruments as may be adopted from time 
to time by the Executive Board. 

To conduct his/her self so as to bring no reproach or discredit 
to the SCNA, or impair the prestige of its membership. 

To conduct all numismatic dealings in a just, fair and moral 
manner and to make no false statements as to the condition of 
a numismatic item (altered, counterfeit, or otherwise) or in any 
other matter. 

To neither buy, sell, trade, give or receive numismatic items of 
which the ownership is unclear or suspect. 

To abide by all local, state and federal and to laws; to assist 
cognizant authorities, if requested, in their investigation of al-
leged violation of any local, state, or federal law.  

Confirmed violation of this Code, as determined by the SCNA 
Ethics Review Process, will be grounds for disciplinary action of 
the SCNA Member, as defined in the SCNA By Laws.  
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ADVERTISIN  
What better way to promote your business than to advertise while supporting a 

worthwhile, non-profit organization? Since its inception in 1973, the SCNA has been 

promoting and furthering the cause of numismatics in the Southeast. The goal of any 

business is to maintain serious, repeat customers. We are proud to be a destination 

for serious collectors. Collectors and dealers who are serious about being informed 

about happenings in the state and the country in relation to coin collecting come 

here. They visit this site and subscribe to the SCanner journal. Now you can support 

this organization that benefits the numismatic community while reaching an audi-

ence filled with serious-minded individuals.  

 OLICY  
The policy is that an advertisement will run for three (3) issues. The only changes for 

these issues will be to change the telephone number, address or e-mail address. Ad-

vertisements are important to us in order to defray the costs of producing and mail-

ing The SCanner. The SCNA and the advertising dealers would appreciate your men-

tioning to them that you have seen their ad in this journal. The SCNA reserves the 

right to refuse any requested advertisement should the proposed ad be determined, 

at the sole discretion of the Editor, non-compliant with SCNA rules or standards. 

RATES FOR RE ULAR SCNA JOURNAL 
(Bla k   Whi e image in prin ed  opy of The SCanner) 

(  ISSUES  ER YEAR) 

HALF  A E: $     ER YEAR / FULL  A E: $ 5   ER YEAR 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
S eve Kuhl  SCanner Edi or 

 O Bo   9  
Ne  Ellen on  SC  98 9 

  nane  le  er@gmail. om 
8  -  5- 7 9 

DEADLINES FOR SUBMITTALS 
Issue:    Deadline: 

February   De ember  5 h 

June    April     
O  ober   Augu       

I em  re eived af er  he e da e  are no  guaran eed  o be prin ed in  he ne   i  ue. 
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Are you  
“ oing  reen”? 
Many SCNA member  are 
going  o “paperle  ” mem-
ber hip   o help  he environ-
men  and  ave a little money 
for  hem elve  and SCNA. 
Thank you if you have  ho-
 en  o “go green”!  lea e 
make  ure your e-mail ad-
dre   i  on file  i h  he 
SCNA! Send e-mail infor-
mation  o  he Se re ary a : 

The SCanner is always looking for numismatic articles about coins, currency, 

tokens, medals, and exonumia, especially those related to South Carolina! 

SCNA will strive to maintain original content, but may edit an article due to 

space limitations or identified issues. Submittal of articles for publication by 

SCNA constitutes authorization by the Author for SCNA to edit the article con-

tent or structure as deemed appropriate. Inclusion of high-definition graphics in 

JPG or BMP format is encouraged. The Author is responsible for ensuring any 

copyrighted material is used within the terms of the copyright and source of 

such material is to be identified. Authors are encouraged to understand the 

benefits of the Fair Use Law. Submission of previously published articles will be 

considered, provided the Author is the submitter and the previous publisher has 

not restricted further publication. Submittal also constitutes the Author’s agree-

ment that the article, once published in The SCanner™, becomes the property 

of SCNA and may be used in whole or part in future publications and activities 

of the SCNA. SCNA strongly supports the transfer of numismatic knowledge, 

however, re-printing or re-publishing of articles published in the SCanner™ re-

quires written consent from the Editor of the SCanner™ who may be reached at 

scnanewsletter@gmail.com.  
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49th Annual SCNA Convention 

Greenville Convention Center 

E po i ion Drive  reenville  SC  9  7 

Friday  O  ober  9         am–  pm 

Sa urday  O  ober            am–  pm 

Sunday  O  ober            am–  pm 

The SCNA Young Numi ma i    rogram  ill be held on  

Sa urday  O  ober    h         
Thi  free even  give  you h an oppor uni y  o mee  fello  

 olle  or   learn abou  numi ma i    build  heir  olle  ion  

and enjoy  he hobby  e all love! 

WWW.SC-NA.ORG  
www.facebook.com/SCNumismatics 


